February 2006…the not so reliable reliability rides
Well we’re off again… and the 2006 season is about to begin. So on the last Sunday of January a hundred cyclists jammed up traffic from Rigton to Ripon and beyond, while they tackled Ron’s first of five reliability rides. And with the Christmas turkey still in our digestive tracts we set off with the enthusiasm and determination to do better than last year, which is pretty easy for most of us. The large turn out at the first ride meant that we could wheel suck in the peloton’s slipstream until we hit the hills at Fountains Abbey which is well beyond half way. At this point however us larger sized riders plopped off the back of the pack. 
The first ride also brought some close shaves with impatient motor vehicle drivers, leading to rumors that the local constabulary was none too pleased about the cycling juggernaut. So in subsequent weeks small groups of Yorkies rode ahead of the main field, although we quickly realised that it took much more effort riding in a small group than in the main pack. By the end of the 5 ride series Yorkie riders had thighs like elephants and hopefully the extra power that will be needed to hang in with the local road race fraternity during the 2006 season. 
With the start of a new season comes the annual parade of pre-season Yorkie mishaps. It is traditional for Mark ‘Will he start road racing this year’ Wilson to kick off the mishap season during the first reliability ride. Last year he ‘spoked out’ within a mile of the start. This year he managed to get nearly 10 mile (Wetherby) before the annual climb off, to repair a puncture. Next year he is hoping to reach Boroughbridge. The 2006 most mishaps in the series award went to Steve ‘team leader’ Woodrup who managed to cut a number of rides short with a combination of ill health and mechanicals. Steve ‘FAF’ Henson took the award for the most unkept bike of the series, grinding to a halt on the last ride because of a build up of grime on the inner surface of his rear mudguard. However, it was the prestigious Mechanical Mishap of the Reliability Ride Series that all Yorkies were aiming for. 
Last year, Hammer Houghton secured the award by completing the Airedale Olympic ride saddleless. His saddle dropped off when the bolt which secures it to the seat post snapped. The Hammer, rode 40 miles to the finish ‘out of the saddle’, knowing that one slip would skewer him to the seat post like a kebab. The 2006 award went to Hippo Johnson for his ‘catasrophic’ mechanical outside of Grassington. The chain snapped first, which is not a problem in itself, except that it jammed in the rear mech. This caused the rear mech to shear off from the rear hanger and to plunge into the rear wheel, shredding spokes like a pigeon in helicopter blades – it’s the best simile I could think of. After a couple of botched attempts at re-joining the chain he set off trying to climb out of Burnsall with his rear mech in his pocket and his gears fixed at 53’ 12”. When his bike and legs could take no more (i.e. 5 yards up the hill) he had to concede defeat and ‘phone home’ for a rescue car. It was a difficult decision for the Hippo because the consequences of having to uproot his wife and 3 kids from their lazy Sunday morning would have serious and long lasting consequences. By the time the sweaty, oily and emotional Hippo was sitting in the front seat of the car all reliability riders had reliably made their way to the finish. 

On receiving the Mechanical Mishap of the 2006 Reliability Ride Series Award the Hippo extended his gratitude to all of his club mates for their generous (lack of) assistance and their enthusiastic two fingered waves. 
The high number of Yorkies taking part in Ron’s Reliable Five was impressive. There were young, not so young, newcomers and lifelong members. However, all were in a sorry state by the end of each ride, judging by the photos on the web site! Fringe road racers were present including Mike ‘web master’ Dixon and his Croft Park hit men, Mike ‘the blocker’ Kershaw, Nigel ‘he’s raced before’ Baldwin and Andy ‘broken hub’ Bairstow. Elder statesmen (i.e. LVRC vets) were present including Steve ‘team leader’ Woodrup, Mike ’he always gives his all’ Youngston and road racing legend Russell ‘a national champion’ Hepton, who will race again ‘once he gets fit!’. Testosterone loaded youngsters were present including JP ‘strong as an ox (but not for much longer)’ Hotham, Steve ‘FAF’ Henson and Dave ‘occasional appearance’ Meakin. The steady eddies (testers) were present too, including John ‘balaclava’ Coleman and Brian ‘he’ll win loads of races for us’ Jennings. And then there were a load of newcomers too numerous to mention and abuse, yet. We’re hoping that some of these misfits will join the Hammer, Hippo and Sluggish in road races during 2006. 
One new roadie to watch out for is Steve ‘without a T’ Hodgson who is transferring from a successful MTB career with Fanylion (the name’s nowt to do with me), to life on the tarmac. Check out the Fanylion web site at http://www.fanylionracing.com/about/index.php. In fact, he was the only road racer to post an early season result coming 12th in the Simba Round 1 XC series masters category of the MTB XC race – probably his last ever MTB race (if we have anything to do with it). 
So in 2006, the road racing team is poised to cause more chaos in the local peloton than ever before, and you never know we might even win a race. Watch this space to see how we go. 
